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Thoughts from
the Headteacher
It is an absolute delight to be able to write this
newsletter to celebrate everything we have achieved in
this first half term of this year. I have been
overwhelmed with the welcome I have received from
parents, staff and children and can honestly say that
the community feel here is very unique. I hope that you
have all had a great term and have fun things planned
in the half term break.

Sporting Successes
We have been very fortunate to be able to take part in a
variety of sporting and active events this term from
Netball and Tag Rugby tournaments at Denefield to
Bikeability in the local area. We came second overall in
one of our community tournaments and the children
played with both perseverance and great
sportsmanship.
Sports Ambassadors in Year 6 have been trained by
the amazing Mr Hunt and are enjoying carrying out their
responsibilities within the school day, supporting with
equipment on the playground and running ’Energy Club’
at lunch.
The children have been able to take part in many
sporting clubs such as; running, basket ball, football,
netball and dance. Of course we wouldn’t be able to do
any of this or maintain this excellent standard in sports
if it wasn’t for Mr Hunt, Liam (our resident coach) and a
number of other staff and parents who run other sports
clubs throughout the school day.
Happy and Safe Assemblies
The children have been learning about how to stay
safe through a number of assembly themes this
term. Positive influence, resolving conflict, positive
playtimes, tolerance and empathy are among the
topics we have covered this term.
We have some therapeutic workshops planned for
next term also, starting with Year 6 who completed
theirs this week.
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Secrets of Success
In school we understand the importance of our children
becoming independent learners and having a ‘Growth
Mindset’ when approaching every task. We talk about
the power of ‘yet’ and celebrate all the ways in which
the children show these learning behaviours in class.
We have learned about resilience, perseverance,
courage and creativity so far. Please ask your children
why it is important to ‘fail’ intelligently or ask them what
FAIL stands for...

FAIL = First Attempt In Learning!
“

Lunchtimes
Your children may have told you that we have adapted
lunchtimes to support more sociable playtimes. This
has been a great success and we have had a lot of
positive feedback from the children. They are now able
to mix together in the playground and choose which
zones they wish to play in.
We still have many ideas and plans in which to make
these zones fun and accessible to all children and tap
into their interests and preferences. The school council
will be involved in getting the views of all pupils and our
amazing PTA team will be helping us fund some of this.

I love that I can sit next to my
sister and eat my lunch
sometimes”.
“I love playing in the tyre
zone and making walkways
with the planks”.

School Trips and Forest School
We have already had two successful trips
in Y1 and Y2 this term. Year 2 had an
amazing time on the Didcot railway and
have been learning about famous architects who made bridges. Year 1 made it
to Thatcham Discovery Centre, albeit a
wet day but they were able to keep a dormouse warm for hibernation and make
bird feeders.
Reception have started to visit our local
woodland for Forest School and are loving
being in the great outside classroom.
Photo Caption

School Council
Our school council has been voted in and
have had their first meeting. I was very
impressed with their understanding of the
role in helping children across the school
to have a voice for positive change. We
look forward to listening and developing
their ideas for improving the school.
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School Development:
There are always plans to improve our school and ‘Strive for Success’ at Long Lane.
We are currently developing a number of aspects of the school curriculum and provision to make it even better.
By the beginning of next term we will have already had 3 staff Inset days, where we
are focusing on improving writing skills and progression, and developing a working
tool to support bespoke provision for our classes. We are excited to be continuing to
work on embedding the consistent teaching of our phonics and reading across the
school and we have many staff booked on SEND intervention training. We are also
looking at ways in which we can support our children to be independent learners in
the classroom. This is an exciting time for Long Lane!
Reminders and Support:

 Please can I remind parents to be considerate when parking near the school and to ensure that you do not park in
any restricted areas that could be dangerous to our children
or any other pedestrians.

 We have some amazing volunteers that help us in school. If you have any spare
time or even if you are busy but could do something small to support our school
community we would be very grateful. The children love seeing new faces and
learning about what our parents do when they are not being parents! We know
there a great number of skills between you all. Please contact the office if you
would like to get more involved or for a one off visit.

 Thank you to all those who came to the ‘Meet the Headteacher meeting’ last
week. It is always great to hear parent views and work together to make the
school great in every aspect. If you missed it, I will be posting a short video on
the website early next term.

 Please look out for a parent questionnaire next term as we are looking to gather
views on home learning and community matters.
Events coming up next half term:



Thursday 15th December - Foundation Stage Nativity Play



Thursday 15th December - KS1 Nativity Play



Friday 4th November - Fish and chips and Quiz Night



Saturday 12th November - Parents and Children's’ Fun Gardening Day



During November - Class Learn and Share sessions



Friday 2nd December - PTA Long Lane Christmas Cracker



Wednesday 14th December— Christmas lunch and Christmas jumper day
(Please also check the school calendar on the website and look out for emails on
parent mail and Classlist for any changes or additions)

Thank you everyone. Have a great half term!

Mrs T Allison

